Peasant Life in the Time of Charlemagne

During the Middle Ages the manor was the basis of economic life in Europe sometimes the land or fief of the Manor was held by the church rather than by a noble the manner we are looking at today was owned by an Abbey which is where nuns  or monks live. 

 so we are going to describe the life of a peasant during the time of Charlemagne. W are going to talk about a man named Bodo, he had a wife and three children and he had a tiny little farm and Meadow with a few vines for grapes so an ordinary day in his life might go like this and the spring Bodo gets up early because it is his day to go and work on the monk's farm and he does not be late for fear of the Stewart,   he has probably given the Stewart a present of eggs and vegetables the week before to keep him happy. Bodo knows that he will not be allowed to go late to work, it is his day to plow so he takes his big ox with him and his son and he joins some of his friends from the farms nearby who are also going to work at the big Manor house.

They all assemble some with horses and ox some with hose and Rakes and axes and they go off in gangs to work upon the fields and meadows and woods from the Manor house. Bodo goes whistling off in the cold with his ox and his little son and it is no use to follow him anymore because he plows all day long and heats his meal under a tree with the other ploughman and it is very boring.

Let us go back and see what Bodo’s wife is doing, she is busy too because it is the day on which the rent is due a fat chicken and five eggs. She leaves her second son aged 9 to look after the baby and calls on one of her neighbors who has to go up to the big Manor house too. The neighbor is a serf and she has to take the steward a piece of woolen cloth which will be sent away to the monks to make clothes for the monks. Her husband is working all day in the Lord's vineyards for on this estate the serfs generally tend the vines and the grapes while the freemen do most of the plowing. 
Mrs. Bodo and the serf's wife go up to the house,  all is busy in the men's workshop as there are several clever workmen, a Shoemaker a Carpenter a blacksmith 2 silversmiths. Mrs. Bodo does not stop at the men's workshop she finds the steward bows to him and gives up her rent then hurries off to the women's part of the house to gossip. This section of the abbey consists of a group of little houses with a work room the whole thing surrounded by a thick edged with a strong bolted gate so that no one could come in without permission. 
The workrooms are comfortable places worn by stoves and there Mrs. Bodo well spin and make cloth dying it and sewing garments every week the Stewart brought them raw materials for their work and took away what they made Mrs. Bodo has to hurry away, after her gossip she goes back to her own farm and sets to work in the little vineyard tending their grapes. After an hour or two she goes to get the children's meal and to spend the rest of the day weaving warm woolen clothes for them. All her friends were either working in the fields on their husband's farms or looking after the chicken or the vegetables or sewing for the women have to work just as hard as the men on a country farm. Then at last Bodo comes back for a supper and as soon as the sun goes down they go to bed for their handmade candles give only a flicker of light and they both have to be up early in the morning.
