World History

Super Entertaining Ancient World Madlibs Review


Let’s try a practice Maldibs!!!!
If you don’t know what a Madlib is, way back in the day before cellphones and iPads, even before VHS players for your car, we played the game of Madlibs on long car journeys. The idea behind Madlibs is there is a book with one-page stories. These are very bland, generic stories. The catch is all the stories have crucial words missing. The person in charge asks everyone else for the missing words, for example, a color or a fruit, then writes the answers down in the blanks. Since the people supplying the words have no idea about the story their answers are completely ridiculous. When all the words have been supplied and written down the transcriber reads the story out to hilarity. 

If you need a demonstration click here.

I incorporate this into classwork to make the reviews more enjoyable. In fact, without a doubt the biggest class laugh I’ve seen in 27 years came from the fist time we played this game one fall. I’ll let you know about it at the end since you’re doing the same exercise.

We’ll try a practice run first so you get the point. Write down the following across the top of your page in the margin:

a name  (not mine) *** a dessert you like   ***  a type of animal

Now number 1-3 down the page, this is where you will fill in the blanks from the story with actual terms from the video to help the sentences make a little bit of sense (a number will appear like this 2 in the middle of a sentence- on your page you simply write the missing word or words next to the 2) you wrote- don’t worry about the parts of speech- you’ve already written those on top of your paper).  
     What a rough morning! (name) my pet (animal) woke me up when he jumped on my bed! He wanted breakfast! But I have to study about 1 because they are important in world history, they invented paper! And they liked their gods because of the yearly  2. Then I need to brush up on India, because Hinduism has the concept of 3, and I want mine to be good so I will study hard to do well on the test! So I quickly made (name) his (dessert) and started studying!

 ANSWERS BELOW:
This is what you should have written for the numbers:

(1) Egypt    (2) flooding     (3) karma

To do this exercise fold your paper in half lengthwise, skip four lines (so you can write the parts of speech etc.) number 1-15 in the left-side margin then 16-29 in the middle along the crease where you folded the paper. Your paper should look something like this
Write an example of each of the following above the numbers:

A game, ****    an “ly” adverb (swimmingly or easily) ******    a verb
a plural noun (a noun is a person, place or thing e.g., a slight fever)         
a superlative (best, most intelligent) *******    2 adjectives                         plural snack ******  a cartoon character  *****    a  type of food                        drink****   a type of clothing ***  a body part**** a friend  ***   A person 

Now read the following paragraphs and put the answers on your page!
DEAR FAMILY,


Everything is going   (“ly” adv. ), my world history teacher is the  (superlative)! In the Old Stone Age they had  1   groups of people and they believed in   2. In the New Stone age they discovered how to 3 which led to 4 which led to different  5 and a surplus of (plural noun).


The first civilization was in a place called 6 which means between two 7. The civilization was called 8
, and it was made up of 9 . They invented things like the 10 and 11 (called cuneiform).
The neighboring Phoenicians were (adj. #1) (plural snack), they invented the 12 and had a monopoly on 13 which only (cartoon character) could wear! The Hebrews worshipped 14.

The Chinese believed in the 15 which gave their leaders permission from God, however, the 16 allowed them to overthrow an emperor who (verb) (adj. #2) (type of clothing). They used the teachings of 17 so they had harmony and to keep conflict down, and 18 taught them to be mellow and strain unnecessarily (be like {drink}). China was united by (body part) no wait, it was 19. He standardized 20, 21 and 22. And made sure that when someone died their inheritance went to 23. 

The Hindus have 24 to make sure people don’t behave badly, even if they hate their 25 or class. They also believe in 26 and 27, so they better do well or come back in the next life as (person)! And those cities in the Indus River Valley, they were very 28 but fell due to 29 and invasion by the barbaric Aryans from the steppes. 
Good job! The answers are below, see how you did!
1. Small

2. Religion/afterlife

3. Farm

4. Wealth

5. Classes

6. Mesopotamia

7. Rivers

8. Sumer

9. City-states

10. Wheel, bronze, plow

11. Writing

12. Alphabet

13. Purple dye

14. One-god (monotheism) 

15. Mandate of Heaven

16. Dynastic Cycle

17. Confucius

18. Tao-ism

19. Qin/ Ch’in 

20. Coins

21. Weights

22. Measurements/roads 

23. All sons evenly 

24. Dharma

25. Caste

26. Reincarnation/karma

27. Reincarnation/karma

28. Organized/clean

29. Climate change 

As I wrote above, the biggest laugh I ever witnessed in 27 years of teaching was when we were doing this exercise. It was maybe the second week of school in the fall with freshman honors students, so they were still incredibly shy. After they wrote down their parts of speech on the board I showed them the first paragraph and when I read it out loud “Mr. Whitehead is definitely the superlative teacher I've ever had.” one girl burst out laughing but also blushing and shaking her head. So naturally I asked her what she wrote and she said “No, I can't.”  I said “Go ahead it's fine” she goes “No Mr. Whitehead, it's really mean.” I told her she didn't know what she was writing so go ahead and her superlative was “most likely to die alone”.  The kids were all laughing, they had a good time and then they realized “Oh she just insulted the teacher” and being very disciplined honor kids they looked at me in horror expecting me to get mad, I simply told her “Jada you forgot the most important part.” She looked around, confused, and asked what she forget. I said “You forgot to write: most likely to die alone- dressed only in a kilt and war paint surrounded by federal agents and news cameras to the soundtrack of Last of the Mohicans.” so I turned it around a little bit. I know what you might be thinking and yes, one year a student did write “sexiest” and I thought she was going to cry she blushed so hard.
 Verb, noun, adjective etc
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